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(57) Abstract 

There is disclosed an inflatable liner (10) for footwear and the combination of the inflatable liner and a supporting under- 
layment (75) of footwear, such as a shoe, boot or sandal (85). The inflatable liner (10) is formed of upper (12) and lower 14) plas- 
tic sheets having the shape and size of a sole and bonded together in a continuous seam (16) about their peripheral edges th ercb> 
forming a sealed interior. A plurality of discontinuous seams (34, 36, 37) are formed between the upper and lower sheets (12 anc 
14) to create within the sealed interior a plurality of interconnecting tubular passageways (28). The inflatable liner is P^cc 
with an air pump (50) that preferably is mounted at the heel of the lining (10). The air pump (50) is a flexible bulb W with a 
inlet valve and ^charges into a flexible tube (48) which extends to a pressure control valve (58) and < hc ^^^ 
of the inflatable lining (10). The pressure relief valve (58) is manually adjustable to control the pressure within the : infla abl «n 
ing. Excess air from the pressure control valve is directed into channels (155) formed on the undersurface of the lining frorr 
where the air is discharged through sealed apertures (32) of the lining thereby providing forced air circulation in the shoe. 
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INFLATABLE SOLE LINING WITH 'PRESSURE CONTROL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field Of Th*» Invention 

5 This invention relates to an inflatable lining for shoes, 
boots and the like, and in particular, relates to an inflatable 
lining with a pump to pressurize the lining and induce air 
circulation through the shoe. 
Brief Statement Of The Prior Art 
10 Inner soles have been provided for shoes and boots which are 
formed of a compressible, elastic material such as cellular 
plastic foams, foam rubber, etc. These inner soles have 
provided only limited shock absorbency, resulting in little or 
no significant improvement in wearer comfort. 

15 Some prior investigators have provided inner soles with 
inflated cushions at either the toe and heel areas, and some 
have provide cushions at both areas with circulation between 
the two cushions. The cushions have been provided with 

mechanisms to circulate air and ventilate the shoe or boot 

20 during walking activities. Examples of these are: U.K. Patents 
2,189,679 and 357,391; U.S. Patents 3,180,039, 2,716,293, 
1,213,941 and German Patent 3,144,207. 

In some foot apparel, notably in ski boots, an outer shell 
is molded from plastic and is lined with an inner shoe. 

25 Adjustment has been made to the tightness of the outer shell 
and air bags have been provided across the instep region of 
the shoe, and elsewhere, and have been provided with an air 
pump to pressure the air bags, creating pressure about the foot 
and snugness of the fit of the ski boot. U.S. Patent 4,730,403 

30 and German Patent 2,321,817 are representative of these ski 
boots . 

A water-filled inner sole for shoes has recently been 
marketed under the tradename "Walk On Water". while this is 
an attempt to increase wearer comfort, water is heavy, non- 
35 compressible and the inner sole cannot be adjusted for 
firmness, and cannot provide shock absorbency. Additionally, 
water is unsuited for use in freezing climates. Also, a leak 
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will wet the inside of the bootvear, and this inner is not 
breathable. 

None of the aforementioned prior devices provides a simple 
inexpensive solution to comfortable wear and walking in a shoe 
5 or boot. The foam inner soles have only a limited value and 
limited shock absorbency. The remainder of the prior devices 
including the pressurization system for ski boots are 
relatively complex and costly and are often too bulky and 
cumbersome. Consequently, these devices are not readily 
10 acceptable for everyday activities. 



OBJECTIVES OF THE INVENTION 

It is an objective of this invention to provide an inflatable 
inner sole with an integral air pump for pressurization. 

It is also an objective of this invention to provide the 
aforementioned inner sole with the air pump strategically 
located such that the normal walking activities will inflate 
and pressurize the inner sole. 

It is a further objective of this invention to provide the 
20 aforementioned inflatable inner sole with an inexpensive 
construction. 

It is also a further object to provide an inner sole with an 
arch pillow and a contour conforming to the wearer's foot 
which preferably will massage the wearer's foot 
25 It is a further objective of this invention to provide air 
circulation channels and apertures in the aforementioned inner 
sole whereby normal walking activities will force air 
circulation through the inner sole and shoe. 

30 infUaJ "r 11 " ° bjeCtlVe ° f inVenti ° n t0 *" vide - 

30 inflatable inner sole with an integral air pump which can be 

operated manually. 
It is a further objective of this invention to provide a 

STVm " b ° 0t that Pr ° VideS inflatable ™** sole and an 
inflatable upper lining which also can be pressured with an 
35 air pump and which can provide forced air circulation through 
a boot . 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
This invention comprises an inflatable inner sole for 
footwear which is formed of upper and lower plastic sheets 
having the shape and size of a sole and bonded together in a 
5 continuous seam about their peripheral edges thereby forming 
a sealed interior. A plurality of this continuous seams are 
formed between the upper and lower sheets to create within the 
sealed interior a plurality of interconnecting tubular 
passageways. The inflatable inner sole is provided with an 

10 air pump that preferably is contained within a preselected 
region of the inner sole, preferably directly beneath the heel. 
For this purpose, an opening is formed in the plastic sheets to 
receive the air pump, and a continuous seam is provided, 
preferably in the form of a circular seam, about the opening. 

15 The air pump is a flexible resilient bulb with an inlet valve 
and has a discharge port opening into a flexible tube which 
extends, preferably, to a pressure control valve and then to 
the interior chamber of the inflatable inner sole. The 
pressure relief valve preferably is manually adjustable to 

2 0 control the pressure within the inflatable inner sole. Excess 

air from the pressure control valve is directed into channels 
formed on the undersurface of the inner sole where it 
discharges through sealed apertures in the inner sole into the 
shoe. 

25 in other embodiments of the invention, the air pump can be 
provided at one side of the inflatable inner, sole for manual, 
hand manipulation or the inner sole can be provided with one 
or more side tabs to line upper portions of a shoe or boot. 
In these embodiments a manual or hand pump can be incorporated 

3 0 on the side tabs. 

Preferably the seams are provided with a plurality of through 
perforations extending entirely through the upper and lower 
sheets to provide air and fluid communication through the inner 
sole. 



35 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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The invention will be described with reference to the figures 
of which; 

FIGURE 1 is a plan view of an inflatable inner sole with 
a pump and adjustable relief valve; 
5 FIGURE 2 is a view of the inner sole of FIGURE 1 without 

the air pump and pressure relief valve; 

FIGURE 3 illustrates the pump and relief valve assembly 
which is used with the inflatable inner sole of FIGURE 1; 

FIGURE 4 illustrates an alternative air pump and relief 
10 valve assembly for the use with the inflatable inner sole of 
FIGURE 1; 

FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the inflatable inner 
sole of FIGURE 1; 

FIGURES 6 and 7 are sectional elevational and plan views 
15 of the pump used in the inner sole of FIGURE 1; 

FIGURES 8 and 9 are sectional elevational and plan views 
of the alternative pump shown in FIGURE 4; 

FIGURES 10, 11 and 12 are views of the adjustable 
pressure control valve used in the invention; 
20 FIGURE 13 is a plan view of an alternative inflatable 

inner sole with a hand pump and pressure relief valve; 

FIGURE 14 is a perspective view of the inner sole, hand 
pump and pressure relief valve shown in FIGURE 13; 

FIGURE 15 is a sectional plan view of the air pump used 
25 in the embodiment shown in FIGURE 13; 

FIGURES 16 and 18 are sectional elevational views of the 
check valves of the pump of FIGURE 15; 

FIGURE 17 is a view along line 17-17 • of FIGURE 16; 
FIGURE 19 is a sectional view along line 19-19' of 
30 FIGURES 1 and 13; 

FIGURE 20 is a sectional view along line 20-20- of 
FIGURES 13, 22 and 29; 

FIGURE 21 is an enlarged sectional view through an 
aperture of an alternative embodiment having a lining about 
35 the inner sole; 



5 

FIGURE 22 is a plan view of an alternative inflatable 
inner sole having an inflatable side tab at its heel; 

FIGURE 23 is a sectional plan view along line 23-23 1 of 
FIGURE 24, showing the hand pump used in the alternative 
5 inflatable inner sole of FIGURES 22, 29 and 30; 

FIGURE 24 is a sectional elevational view along line 24- 
24 1 of FIGURE 23; 

FIGURE 25 is a sectional elevational view along line 25- 
25 ' Of FIGURE 23; 
10 FIGURES 26 and 27 are sectional views through the check 

valves used in the pump of FIGURES 23-25; 

FIGURE 28 is an enlarged sectional plan view of the 
inflatable side tab located at the heel of the inflatable 
inner sole shown in FIGURE 22; 
15 FIGURE 29 is a plan view of an alternative inflatable 

inner sole with medial and lateral inflatable tabs which fold 
over the instep of the shoe; 

FIGURE 30 is an inflatable boot liner which has an air 
pressurization and forced air circulation system; 
20 FIGURE 31 is an enlarged sectional elevational view 

along line 31-31' of FIGURE 32 showing a blower to circulate 
air under the boot liner of FIGURE 30; 

FIGURE 32 is a sectional view along line 32-32 1 of 
FIGURE 31; 

25 FIGURE 33 is a plan view of an alternative inflatable 

inner sole; 

FIGURE 34 is a sectional view along line 34-34 1 of 
FIGURE 33; 

FIGURE 35 is a sectional view along line 35-35 1 of 
30 FIGURE 33; 

FIGURE 36 is a sectional view along line 36-36 1 of 
FIGURE 33; 

FIGURE 37 is a sectional view along line 37-37 1 of 
FIGURE 36; 

35 FIGURE 38 is an enlarged view of the area within the 

line 38-38 • of FIGURE 36; 
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inner solsT " *" ' ^ ^ ° f " in«atable 

FIGURE 42 is a sectional view alo™ ,■ 
FIGURE 40; l0 " g Une 42 ~ 4 2' of 

inn a J^T„„:: so t:;;;rro. perspective vl - « «- 

inner sTTa :: n ; a f?" ^ - - — Stable 

15 FIGURE 46 is a sectional view a , onn 

FIGURE 45; l0 " g llne 46 ~^' of 

FIGURE" 47 is a sectional view a i onn 
FIGURE 45; 1009 llne 47 ~ 47 * of 

FIGURE 48 is a sectional view alone i ■ 
20 FIGURE 45; and 9 llne 48 ~ 48 ' of 

FIGURE 49 is a perspective view of the inflatable ■ 
sole of FIGURE 45. inflatable inner 

» > , • DESCRIPTI0N OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

25 Referring now to FIGURE l, the infirm 

the invention is shown in ^ % ew te ^ T " °' 
forced by a lower sheet 1, end e " is 

substantia tb. see. she ^L Z T^Z^ " «* 
sheets 12 and 14 are bonded together in a ooTt.n 

30 sees 16 that extends about the toe " ° C ° nt " U ° US P~H*«1 

inner sole lo the h.., % at * ral sid * ot th * 

j.u, rne heel and mediallv ahonf *-h^ • 

snow seamed areas onlv and 
sectional views. t0 re P re sent 

35 The upper and lower sheets 12 an* w 

- ~ P re,rabl y are ther^t^" STT^ 



heat sealing can be used for forming the seams. The most 
preferred thermoplastic material is polyurethane, however, 
other suitable materials include ethylene, and ethylene vinyl 
acetate copolymers, polyethylene, polypropylene, polyvinyl 
5 chloride, etc. Natural or synthetic rubber can also be used. 
The upper sheet 12 and lower sheet 14 are also bonded 
together with a plurality of discontinuous seams 34, 36 and 37 
which form tubular, interconnecting passageways 28 through the 
inner sole 10. The spacing between adjacent seams controls 

10 the size (diameter) of the passageways 28. Also, unseamed 
expanses will form air pillows such as the arch pillow 4 5 and 
toe pillow 47. The size and space of the pillows can easily 
be varied during manufacture to adapt the innersole to the 
particular shoe. Thus, if intended to fit conventional shoes 

15 with integral arch supports, the arch pillow can be reduced in 
size. It can also be enlarged for use with shoes having flat 
or near flat soles, to provide an arch support, the firmness 
of which can be regulated by adjustment of the air pressure 
within the innersole. 

20 Preferably, the seams have a plurality of through 
perforations or apertures 32 which extend entirely thorough 
the upper and lower sheets 12 and 14 and are entirely 
surrounded by a seamed area 30. For this purpose, the seams 
can be expanded to provide an annular seam area 3 0 that 

25 entirely surrounds each circular aperture 32 through the upper 
and lower plastic sheets. Each seam and seamed channels along 
the upper and lower sheets, described with reference to FIGURES 
19-21, and the apertures 32 establish communication between the 
channels above and below the inner sole 10. 

3 0 As illustrated, the instep is provided with several 
longitudinal discontinuous seams 34, 36 and 37 which extend to 
a generally transverse discontinuous seam 38 that subdivides 
the instep from the toe of the inner sole 10. The toe is also 
subdivided into tubular passageways by additional discontinuous 

35 seams such as 40. Seams 23 are provided transversely across 
the area between the toe and instep to improve the flexing of 
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the inner sole in in 

to provide the maximum COBfort an<J convening to 'e 

. .hoe «tua with the tnflatabl . inne ™ the wearer ° f 

At the heel of the inflatable inner sole 10 . 
loop seen « is provided, preferably as , circle C ° ntlnU ° US 
a circular aperture 44 which extend. Ik surrounding 
lower plastic sheets J? rOU9h the u » er and 

air pump SO of the Vn ^ " 44 ™' iv " «*• 

10 port along its hot ™" PU ° P 5 ° h « an 

(described in greatr ; * ™ l » " 

15 undersurface of the • ' " Cha " nel f0n " ed <"> 

ace ° £ the inner sole 10 by seam 39 rk.^ , 

is also connected between tuh. a. * * 68 

is connected to th. flexible tube 70 which 

onnected to the pressure control valve 58. 
The pressure control valve 58 * 
detail hereinafter k described in greater 

nereinafter, has a manual adjustment i™„k r„ « 
20 controlled fixed adjustability „f £TT *"* 
inflatable inner sole 10 ». „ " WltMn the 

a discharge port 72 which i 0 °" trel " "as 

that extend, t? . oonnected to a flexible tube 64 

25 and second Pla t e sheet " lnteri ° r «» «** 

inflatable W ' ^ «" *~ ° f «» 

o*"tT^."^ ™ 2 ' 15 d « view 

valve and tne "" U " With ° Ut "» «• relief 

20 tub. 64 vhi^ c "lr P ; ^ U1 "*»*-. the flexible 

which communicates through the peripheral seam ,« < 
permanently positioned in the inflatable liner " " 

th? £ aTr rin pC ™ p'rJsT '""""^ " "~ °< 

rri . t Lr - =r~i i . r:.:: 

that has an internal flapper valve 56 that seals an 
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inlet port, aperture 52 , in its bottom wall. The air pump is 
integrally connected to a flexible tube 48 that discharges 
through a check valve 68 and into a short flexible tube 70 
which is connected to the pressure relief valve 58. The 
5 pressure relief valve 58 has two discharge ports 72 and 74. 
Discharge port 72 is in direct communication to the flexible 
tube 64 that discharges into the toe of the inflatable liner 
10, while discharge port 74 is connected to a short flexible 
tube 76 that discharges externally of the inflatable liner 10. 

10 As shown in FIGURE 1, tube 76 is preferably placed beneath a 
wide seamed area 51, lying within the channel formed in the 
undersurface of the inner sole 10, thereby directing the excess 
air through these channels where it will flow upwardly through 
the inner sole 10 via apertures 32. This establishes a forced 

15 air circulation in the shoe. Access to the second port 74 is 
controlled by the internal pressure regulation of the valve 58 
which is fixedly adjustable by the adjustment knob 60. 

FIGURE 4 illustrates an alternative embodiment of an air pump 
57 used in the invention. In the embodiment shown in FIGURE 4, 

20 the flapper valve and inlet port in the bottom surface of the 
bulb has been removed and an inlet port 78 is provided in a Y- 
branch 80 of flexible tubing which is connected to a check 
valve 82 to serve as a fresh air inlet to the system. The 
remainder of the structure is substantially as described with 

25 reference to FIGURE 3. 

The inflatable inner sole 10 of FIGURE 1 is shown in 
perspective view in FIGURE 5. The circular aperture 44 at the 
heel which houses the air pump 50, and the tubular passageways 
which are formed between the discontinuous seams of the inner 

30 sole are apparent in this illustration. Also, the size and 
position of the pressure control valve 58 and adjustment knob 
60 can be seen in the illustration. 

Referring now to FIGURES 6 and 7, the structure of the air 
pump 50 shown in FIGURE 1 will be described in greater detail. 

35 FIGURE 6 is a sectional view through the air pump 50 and 
illustrates that the air pump 50 is provided with a plurality 
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oer.it f™ , ° n ^ Unde ""'«« « its bottom wall to 
"f /" Pi " a ' e b * M " h ««su«,=.. The bottom 

wall of the arr pump 1, p.rforat.d with a singl. ap.rture 52 
to provide ,„ inl . t port to the interior of the air pump and 

:r; flap 86 ot tiexibie piastic exten ** °~ *«• »p««— 

valves/ " ° M Side ^ there ° f t0 functi °" " * "apper 
Referring now to FIGURES 8 and 9, the aitemative air pump 
57 whrch is shown in FIGURE 4 has no protrusions on its bottom 
10 wa 1 and does not have the aperture 5 2 in its bottom wail 2 
the napp^ valve 56> as ^ £unctions ^ 

externally mounted chec* valve „, previously described „it„ 
reference to FIGURE 4. 

15 58 " G T 10 thr ° U,h 12 iUUStr " e tbS P " MU " =°"rol valve 
58. The pressure control valve 58 has a housing 90 with a 
single through longitudinal passage 9 2 that is intersected by 
a lateral passage 94 which communicates with a pressure valve 
The pressure valve has a ball 98 as its valve member that Is 

,„ TT, a9aiMt " ValVe Se " 100 ° f *■» lat ^al P^sage 94 
bv e a coil' 8 • reSiUCTtly blaSed t0 " " 

threaded bore 105 that opens into th. lateral passage 94. By 
threadable adjustment of th. plug 104. the tension of the 

ZT"" T " hiCh ° 0 " PrMSl °" the " ^inst th. valve seat 

100 can be fixedly adjusted, thereby controlling the degree of 
pressure reared to lift the ball off the valve seat. The 
internally threaded bore has a discharge passage 108 that 
communicates upstream of the pressure valve and that discharges 
30 through a discharge port 74 into the flexible tube ,8 

Referring now to FIGURES 13 and 14, an altemativ. embodiment 
of th. inflatable inner sole is shown in plan vi.w. This 
embodiment is sbam in persp . etiva vie „ tn FIG0RE u 



upp.r sh..t 12 and th. lower sh.et 14 are bonded together with 
35 a continuous peripheral seam 18 extending entirely about these 
two sheets and forming a s.al.d interior chamber. A flexible 
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tube 64 is molded in the seam. The flexible tube 64 is 
connected to a pressure regulation valve 58 and to a manually 
operated air pump 112. These elements are shown in greater 
detail in FIGURES 15-18. The air pump 112 is positioned 
5 medially of the inner sole 10 in a position where it can be 
manipulated by hand to permit pressurization of the inflatable 
inner sole. At this location, the hand pump doesn't contact or 
abrade the wearer's foot. As with the previous embodiment, the 
inflatable inner sole shown in FIGURE 13 has a plurality of 
10 discontinuous seams 134, 136 and 137 that are spaced at 
preselected locations across its surface. Preferably a first 
seam 134 extends from the toe, laterally to the heel. At the 
heel, a semi-circular seam 116 is provided with a medially 
extending discontinuous seam 118 which extends to the 
15 peripheral seam 16, and two additional longitudinal seams 13 6 
and 137 extend from the heel across the instep to the toe of 
the inner sole. A plurality of transverse seams such as 123 
are provided to provide for laterally extending tubular 
passageways between the first and second sheets. These 
20 transverse seams 123 impart a flexing capability to the inner 
sole 10. An arch pillow 45 and a toe pillow 47 are also 
provided. Referring to FIGURE 20, the enclosed space 139 which 
lies beneath the seam 116 and tubular passage 119 will collapse 
when the wearer's weight is placed on the area about seam 116 
25 and will flex into the illustrated configuration when the 
wearer's weight is removed. The result is that the enclosed 
space 139 continuously varies in volume during walking, and 
thus functions as an air blower to induce flow of air down the 
channels beneath the insole and through the apertures 32. 
30 Referring now to FIGURES 15 through 18, the subassembly of 
the pressure regulation valve 58 and air pump 112 will be 
described. As shown in FIGURE 15, the pressure regulation 
valve 58 is substantially the same as previously described with 
reference to FIGURES 10-12. The air pump 112, however, is a 
3 5 generally ovaloid, flexible and resilient bulb 120 which is 
placed laterally against the inside ankle of the wearer of the 
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12a which has a valve chamber 130 formed by a washer , 
S across the discharge passageway U4 of The a" ^ U2 ! 
support spider 126 with vertical legs 13. i, „, * * 
chamber 1,0 ahd supports at its <Zl WitM " tte 

by resilient plu g and t ~ £ i^ T 

a port 1„ 1„ the bottom wall no ot ZZTZZr'lT 
10 Referring now to figure is, substantially the same I , 
con figuration is used to provide ^ iniet c ^ th — - J-™ 

IS wi^Tn PU " P " valve o 

15 This di" n " 2 UhiCh ™ the chamher 

150. This disc is fixedly secured within eh. t t 

15 spider member 126 with support legs 13 ,i s " ! * 
chamher and positions from its Hnter a resiT r " 
140 with a disc l <2 that seat "anient valve plug 

i«2 that seats against a port 15a i„ .->. 
annular disc 152 and functions as the valve »eL^ of the inlet 
valve. The bottom wall 158 of the flexible resiTi ent h , 
20 has a port 157 uh ^K resilient bulb 120 

As JT , communicates with the valve chamber 150 

As previously mentioned, the various seams between th! „ 

or tiGURES 1 and 13, and illustrates the i ^ 
25 contour of the inner sole. As here illustrate* "h " 

seam 16 secures the upper sheet 12 and , „' peripheral 

while the discontinues w TT" 

uZrat^r PMS ~ 28 ^ « ^ - 

30 .Zlyono pTripr,: seTl." A T ^ " ™ «" 

with De r nH "P neral s *am 16- Also, they could be cut flush 
with peripheral seam 16 evcent- a +- 

156 sp,™ 1£ P the area which f °™s flap 

156 seam 16 can be made sufficiently wide to provide I 

foo:wl. 0r b0ndin9 area " ~~ «" *ole to the 

35 FIGURE 19 also shows that the pressure control valve 58 in 
the assembly is located beneath an upwardly folded flap 156 of 
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the first and second plastic sheets, thereby avoiding any 
rubbing contact between the valve 58 and the wearer's foot. 
Also, the valve could be increased by a soft fabric or sponge 
layer (not shown) . Also, as previously mentioned, the seams 
5 form coextensive channels 155 which are indented into the 
undersurface of the inner sole 10- These channels 155 
interconnect in a communicating network on the pattern of the 
seams shown in FIGURES 1 or 13, This network forms a 
distributor for forced air circulation in a shoe fitted with 
10 the inner sole 10. 

FIGURE 20 is a sectional view along line 20-20 1 of FIGURES 
13. 22 and 29. As there illustrated, the semi-circular seam 
116 forms an annular tubular passage 119 and 22 of substantial 
dimensions at the heel. As previously mentioned, apertures 3 2 
15 are provided through the seams between the upper and lower 
sheets at various locations and air and/or moisture passes 
through the apertures as shown by the arrowhead lines 96. 

FIGURE 21 is a sectional view through a typical aperture 32. 
The seam between the upper sheet 12 and lower sheet 14 welds 
20 these sheets into a homogeneous band. In a preferred 
embodiment, the sheets 12 and 14 can be covered by outer layers 
99 and 101 of fabric, plastic foam, etc., to enhance the 
comfort of the inner sole 10. Also, if desired, the outer 
layer 101 can be an insulation layer, e.g., a reflective 
25 insulating film such as a film of polypropylene between 
aluminum foil sheets specially for boot liner Fig. 30 to keep 
heat inside the liner. 

Referring now to FIGURE 22, there is illustrated an 
inflatable inner sole 162 which has substantially the same 
3 0 construction as that previously described with reference to 
FIGURE 13, however, this inflatable inner sole also has a side 
tab 164 at its heel. The tab 164 is folded flat and shown in 
plan view. As there illustrated, both the upper and lower 
plastic sheets are provided with rearwardly extending generally 
3 5 rectangular shaped tabs that are sealed together with a 
peripheral continuous seam 166 that is preferably continuous 



WO 90/10396 

PCTVUS90/01377 

14 

5 are closely spaced to provl(le J"" tab 184 • ™ese seams 

The side tab is* not be ex cessive. 

indicate, by 2 brlL'T"" ^ ^ Pl " P l '° '* n «*^ 
flexible tube £ £T lM i," ^ dU ° h «*- « 
10 The air pump 170 ^ch ZZTT^'T'* * 

22 is generally illustrated in section.! 7° ° f """" 

though 25 . FIGURE 23 is a plan view T f Je " " " 
a orally circular flaxibfe bul* Z t whth ^"H ^ ^ 
176 internally received within ,h k ... tubular tee 
15 the discharge chec* valve 178 and th /' 4 ' ™ "* °° ntSinS 
PU»P. The base leg 182 of che f 180 '« the 

sidevall la « of the b ib ! of * e ^"^ ^ 

conventional pressure release valve ""^ 3 

cosaercially as a tire valve core paA T 759 = T * Vailable 
20 Automotive, In o. Nashville Tenn tT A' Schrader 
is internally .-tU^ ^JT^ ^ "* 

-charges ^J^L ^ "° ~ 

25 flexible tube 172 to the i„„ VI, PMSa9e throu « h 0,8 

velcro banc „ is atta ! ^ """^ ^ »»««*lY. a 

secure the Z to ^1^ ' o f wall isa to 

to^letibT.M:'^' tM " 6 MCeiVeS ^ " 6 =~s 

30 10. ot the r^-rrr^ror 
=rs r to : r ~r rr £ r : :: 

The check valve l 78 used f0 r 7h. " 1Ve - 
figures «and 27 . In riG^E 26 1 TJ^ "* ^ in 
35 in its closed position ^Tj^ T" 

0-nn, „« being resiliency biased against the v^va " t ^ 
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by the valve stem 198 that is dependent at its upper end from 
a disc 200 that serves as a retainer to capture the compression 
coil spring 202 between the retainer and the bottom surface of 
the valve chamber. When the air is discharged into the tee 
5 176, the air dislodges the valve member against the tension of 
resilient spring 202 , permitting air to flow into the tee 176 
and through the flexible tube 172 to the inflatable inner sole, 
as shown in FIGURE 27. 
Referring now to FIGURE 28 , there is illustrated an enlarged 
10 view of the side tab 164 of the inner sole. The flexible 
discharge tube 172 extends through a center seamed area 204 
which is sufficiently large to provide security and support 
for the tube and the assembly of the air pump 1?0 shown in 
FIGURES 23 through 25. The air pump 170 is shown by the 
15 broken line. An opening 2 06 through tab 164 provides access 
to permit securing the pump 170 to the flexible tube 172. This 
mounting also biases the flexible resilient bulb of air pump 
170 against the tab 164. 
The inflatable inner sole 10 , alternatively, be provided with 

2 0 one or more side tabs such as the medial side tab 208 and the 

lateral side tab 210 shown in FIGURE 29. Preferably these side 
tabs are of sufficient length and are located at the instep to 
permit folding over the instep of a wearer's foot and these 
side flaps can be attached together, preferably by providing 
25 bands 212 which carry hook- fabric attachments 215 such as 
Velcro, at each of their ends so that they will be fastened 
together when folded over the wearer's foot. Each of the side 
tabs is provided with a peripheral seam 214 that forms a sealed 
interior which communicates through an opening 216 in the 

3 0 peripheral seam 16 of the inflatable inner sole whereby the 

side tabs 208 and 210 are also inflated. The inner sole can be 
secured to the footwear by stitching or cementing seam 16 to 
the inside sole of the footwear and, where appropriate, to the 
inside of the uppers of the footwear. 
35 One side tab, 210, carries the air pump 170 shown in broken 
line. The pump is previously described with reference to 
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FIGURES 23 through 25. The pump discha™ ■ «- 
tube 172 that is also secured within a * 
between the upper and lower pi ^ sh^ *~ ^ 

air pump is located at the ^JTT'tJT^' 
5 air pump will be readily accessible L r hand ^™ ^ 

this application, an opening can J^C^' 1 "" ^ 
of the outer shoe. ovioed on the upper part 

Referring now to figure ™ i-v 
!• Uner for th. .ntir. upV.rr.tcn of VT ^ " '"""^ 

»« ^ s how in . si .pu fi r";„ it co °:r a w — 

.leeents and features pr . viously 7" lnClUde a11 «» 

the i„„ er sole J2< th * ' F ° r this ""^ose, 

integral flap 226 th , *"* ™" ° f its "eel portion, an 

tnis large flap forms a liner 

boot. The flao 226 h« r the up P er of the 

nap 226 has a coextensive tab r>r>* ,,u • ^ 
beneath the inner sole and »i hlCh can fold 

e«.„siv. tab can have a plurality oTv k ' ^ C °" 

Per.it foldin, about th! curved surVace w T*~ "° <° 
oraaaas. Tha vortical flao «. l ' £0ralng 

of fabric attachment banc. ' a , " ith ' 

35 opposit. .nds 236 and 2 " ™ us ah " Vel ° r ° t0 «•*• 
at th. ..dial end 236 of flap ^ and °* ^ " '""^ 
is Placed on the oppoaite side of the flaT^ ' 
- thereby permitting th. and. \tl Z^T^ 

secure tog.th.r wh.n wrapp. d about th- . . P t0 be 
30 Pr.f.rebly flap. 240 °* inner sole - 

leterai sides of tt. i"L " I? ' mM " th * ..dial and 
end eech of thes. fl, D , " l ° W lnst " «- "cot 

Vlcro band 24< o n its L " " «— «—iv. 

-Ided over th" Lst.p TTt^T^ ™ * 

3S th. bands of velcro JUJ^ ^ Z ul^" 

the anicle area 246 of th. flao „. P ° rti ° n ° f 

" ap 226 als ° Preferably has medial 
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and lateral extending tabs 248 and 250 which carry co-extensive 
Velcro bands 251, again on opposite sides to permit securing of 
these tabs about the ankle of the wearer. 
An air pump 170 is provided in the flap 226 and this air pump 
5 is shown by the broken lines similar to that shown on FIGURES 
23 through 25 and mounted similarly to the mountings shown in 
FIGURES 22 and 29. In addition, the heel of the inner sole 
preferably includes a continuous circular seam 254 to form an 
opening that will receive an air blower 260 which induces 
10 forced air circulation through the shoe. The air inlet to the 
blower is flexible tube 256 which extends along tab 226 and is 
shown in a broken line in FIGURE 30. 

The blower is shown in greater detail in FIGURES 31 and 32, 
and includes the aforementioned flexible tube 256 for the fresh 
15 air inlet that communicates with an inlet chamber 262, an upper 
chamber 258 within the flexible bulb 260 of the blower, and 
outlet chamber 264. Inlet chamber 262 and outlet chamber 264 
are separated by a transverse wall 266. Apertures 267 and 268 
are provided, one each in the top wall of each subjacent 
20 chamber 262 and 264, opening into the chamber 258 of the 
flexible and resilient bulb 260 of the air blower. A flap 270 
of flexible plastic sheet material is mounted over the aperture 
267 communicating with the inlet chamber 262 and is hinged to 
the bottom surface of the flexible bulb to thereby function as 
25 an inlet flapper check valve. A similar flap 272 of flexible 
sheet material is mounted on the undersurface of the bottom 
wall of the flexible bulb to function as a. discharge flapper 
check valve. 

As shown in FIGURE 32, preferably a plurality of apertures 
30 274 aVe provided about the periphery of the outlet chamber 264 
to permit air to be discharged into the shoe, beneath the inner 
sole thereby serving to force air down the channels which are 
formed between the tubular passageways of the inflatable inner 
sole thereby permitting the air to be circulated through the 
35 plurality of through apertures of the inner sole thereby 
establishing forced air circulation through the shoe above and 



WO 90/10396 

PCT/US90/01377 

18 

below the inner sole. 

The inflatable i„ ner sole shottn 
substantially similar to that sho«n in ™T h " 
greater number of s „, = ,. . " GURE 1. however, a 

S diameters of the air ohan , " Pr ° VldSd ' * 1 * dw ~«' «» 

footwear, as it can be asil/insertea or ' ^"^ 
footwear. This effect i lnserted ° c "moved from existing 

10 appears as FIGURE 3^ " ^"^ <*~ 

^ j^. i n this embodiment- *-k« • . 

FIGURE 35, the section^ „■ ^ 9 Referring now to 

sole show channels ; 5 a nd ;r ' ? ^ lMt * ° f th « 
IS give arch support tc th . ^ -at 

FIGURE 3 6 is a sectional view throuah f ho • * 
Pump 53 of the inflatabT* • thr ° Ugh the eternal inflation 

tile inflatable inner sole shown in FIGURF n mu 
Pump 53 is an expandable chamber pump, and fits ™ The 
or recess formed by circular se™ « t ^ WeU 

- 44 through the shJet TaterllT r ^1 

manufactured. This ™.„ s , . he lnner sole is 

its aiameter iJ^rZ^TT "™ " 

upper sheet 55. Preferably theTee " "'"^ the 

diameter to provide an ^1" «at Z^T' 

width (see pm ,„ f m Whlch has sufficient 

30 « of £ : inner so 1. ,^10^ 5 7 ^ 

sir pump 53 and passes IT.' ^ ^ ^ 

control valve «;« and Pressure 

".iroi vaive 58, shown in FIGURES 33 and 39 a„ 
(see FIG 38i ( „ fu * An a Perture 61 

1 iIG> 38) ln the side wall of pump 53 ooens in* 

Tha«a . ^ H OJ °pens into tube 59 

These elements are described in detail with »fpr. 
35 same elements of FIGURE 1. reference to the 
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The inlet valve to the air pump 53 is shown in detail in the 
enlarged sectional view of FIGURE 38. As there illustrated, 
the bottom wall 54 of the air pump has an aperture 62 which is 
closed by the resilient plug 129 that is supported by spider 
5 127. When a partial vacuum is formed within the pump 53, by 
expansion of the chamber of the pump, air flows past valve plug 
129 and into the chamber of the pump. When the wearer's heel 
compresses the pump 53, the plug 129 seals the aperture 62 and 
forces the air through tube 59 and check valve 68. Preferably, 

10 the valve structure is surrounded by a raised circular rib 87 
to prevent damage to the spider 127 and plug 129 when the air 
pump is entirely compressed. Preferably, a plate 41 is placed 
beneath the upper surface of the pump 53 to reinforce and 
stiffen this surface. 

15 The plug 129 also functions to seal the inlet aperture 
against water intrusion, particularly when the inner sole, or 
footwear with the inflatable sole is washed or cleaned. Water 
cannot intrude past the plug 129 as there is no partial vacuum 
developed within the air pump 53. 

20 Referring now to FIGURES 40 through 44, there is illustrated 
an embodiment of an inflatable inner sole which includes a 
support underlayment for the inner sole. This embodiment can 
be for a removable inner sole for foot wear. It is especially 
useful, however, as a permanent member in footwear, 

2 5 particularly in atheletic footwear or in house shoes, e.g., 

slippers, moccasins, etc. Some slippers now on the market have 
two fabric soles separated by a space which is filled with a 
removable foam sole. This embodiment can be inserted as a 
substitute for the foam sole. The inner sole 10 is 

3 0 substantially identical to that shown and described with 

reference to FIGURE 1. As shown in FIGURE 44, the inner sole 
is used in combination with a supporting underlayment 75 which 
has an upwardly curled edge 88 extending entirely about its 
periphery, conforming to the shape of the innersole. The air 
35 pump 73 can be integrally formed with the underlayment 75, and 
as shown in FIGURE 42, the circular channel 22 of the inner 
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sol. 10 is received within the circular >. 
between th. upwardly curie, periph.rTe^e 8 s Z the" 

. r r^ent ,.. In £ ^tenT * i^e 1 Z 

The outlet or- h- k Pen 6nd Within the shoe. 

i.ne outlet, or discharge, check » a i,,. <-„ 

that e«e„ ds to the ^sT^Z Z v " *° ^ '° 

As shown in FIGURF ai ~ i 

-U1 ea 9 . ot Ji^^rzj;z r;; ~ the 

retained closed by Velcro bands 89 

«. irrrta:" \— - - 

♦•k^ • rj.^UK£S 45 through 49 illust-T-ar-^ 

the incorporation of the invention =, illustrate 

footwear. For illu S t^« 3 Pernanent me ^r of 

ror illustration purDose*? =, _ 

shown. It is apparent, however tnat'th. " ^ " 

conventional shoe or boot could also h P ° rtt ° nS ° f " 

25 to the illustrated sc.. could also be permanently attached 

could also ^t^Z^T^ZT T ~ 
FIGS. 29 and 30 t„ f ha i,, 33 ShoWn in 

-s a conventual outer sole sTth^t ^ 

outer sole 85 m JT • PS ^ be B ° lded into th. 

The str aDs 8 I t " ^ SeCti ° nal View of "cure 46 . 

Tne straps 81 interconnect above the amh „*. «- 

and ror this purpose can be prov^. d w lth ~" " 

all in a conventional manner. surraces, 
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The outer sole 85 can have a recess 107 in its upper surface 
and the inflatable liner 10 of the invention can be received 
within this recess. This liner is substantially as previously 
described with flow passageways 21 and a toe pillow 47. 
5 Preferably , the liner is permanently secured to the upper 
surface of the outer sole 85 with stitching, bonding with a 
suitable cement or glue, or by solvent welding. The permanent 
attachment is along the peripheral edge 16 of the inflatable 
inner sole. Alternatively, the inflatable inner sole can be 
10 removably attached by Velcro attachment fabric bands which can 
be applied to the underside of peripheral edge 16 of the inner 
sole and about the mating peripheral edge of the outer sole 85. 

As shown in FIGURE 48, the air pump 73 can be integrally 

15 molded into the outer sole 85. This is especially advantageous 
for a sandal as the pump is thus integral with the heel of the 
sandal, and no additional flap or band is needed for mounting 
of the pump. An aperture 91 in the sidewall of the air pump 73 
communicates with a tube 48 that has a Y-shaped end (see FIGURE 

20 4) which has an inlet check valve 82 and a discharge check 
valve (not shown) which is connected to tube 70. As shown in 
FIGURES 44 and 49, tube 48 is beneath seam 39. The outer sole 
is preferably formed with a pocket along its medial edge 
adjacent the instep region to provide a recess that receives 

25 the pressure control valve 58 and the check valves 68 and 82. 
This pocket can be closed with flap 156 of the inner sole 10 
and secured with Velcro fabric bands (not shown) . In some 
applications, e.g. , beachwear, the apertures 3 2 can be 
eliminated and the discharge tube 76 from the pressure relief 

30 valve 58 can be directed outside of the recess 107. As shown 
in FIG. 10, tube 76 is connected to the excess pressure relief 
port 74 of the pressure relief valve 58. 

In all of the embodiments, the outer soles can be formed of 
suitable rubber or plastics, including, for example, open or 

3 5 closed cell foams of ethylene vinyl acetate copolymers, 
polyurethane, ethylene, etc. 
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The invention provides the advantages of an inflate • 
sole which can be inflated by the J raal J t - ' ™« 

which cen be M „ uall y wut- by „ pe r a tio n * , £ " " 
pump, in either c... flnnness inner sol 

= adjustably controllable with a pressure CMt ^ ^e to inl" 

exactly the desired softness a nd resiliencv for T 

t-o . resiliency for maximum comfort 

eLT h t ^ ln£Utable sole else provides 

shock absorbency end can increase welkin . P rov "es 

- -ts^nt— — — - - » =T2 

^™ a ;ri — — — 

however, be located at any other position wbere there "s 
suff lci ent space, preferably as closely adjaC ent to thl 
15 as possible. aojacent to the pump 

Preferably the inner sole includes the ol„«n. . 
to Per.it fluid conation bet ^ UTITZ 

normal wal*i„ g activities ^TT^LlZ 
throu,h the inner sole and the shoe. The flexin g of ch e ! r 

a« r:: y L and r circuiation ° f th « air <— ■ 

action on the soles of the wearer's feet. T „ 

of 'S: fi^; 8 : * r adliy — l t ; 

30 Which,*, sbeets are pressed with £ 
I claim: 
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1. An inflatable lining for a shoe which comprises: 

a. an air enclosure having flexible walls and 
including a portion having the size and shape of the sole of 
said shoe with a sealed interior and with a plurality of 

5 discontinuous seams between its opposed surfaces disposed at 

preselected locations to subdivide said sealed interior into 
a plurality of interconnected zones; and 

b. pressure inflation means comprising: 

(1) a flexible and resilient bulb.; 
10 (2) an inlet port opening into said bulb; 

(3) a discharge port communicating from said 
bulb to said sealed interior of said sole lining; and 

(4) a pair of check valves with one each 
of said check valves being positioned in a respective one of 

15 said inlet and discharge ports in opposite flow directions, 

whereby said bulb functions as a pump, to increase the pressure 
of air within said sealed interior of said sole lining. 

2. The inflatable lining of claim 1 which is formed as 
20 a laminate of first and second sheets of plastic bonded 

together by a first peripheral seam about their peripheral 
edges to form said sealed interior and with said plurality of 
discontinuous seams between said first and second sheets to 
shape said zones as interconnecting passageways and to form 

2 5 channels on the top and under surfaces of said portion of said 

lining, inset into said first and second sheets. 

3. The combination of an inflatable sole lining of 
claim 2 and a generally flat planar support sheet beneath and 

3 0 coextensive with said laminate. 

4. The combination of claim 3 wherein said planar 
support sheet has a central recess across substantially its 
entire upper surface and said laminate is received within said 

3 5 recess. 
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5. 



The combination of claim 4 wherein said planar 
support sheet has an upwardly curled peripheral edge 
surrounding said central recess. 

6. The inflatable lining of claim l wherein said said 
flexible bulb is located at a preselected position of said 
inflatable lining. 

7. The inflatable lining of claim 6 wherein said 
flexible bulb is located beside said inflatable lining adjacent 
the instep thereof. 

8. The inflatable lining of claim 2 including air 
blower means to induce air flow through said shoe. 

9. The inflatable lining of claim 8 wherein said air 
blower means is an enclosed chamber formed beneath a seam 
between said first and second sheets. 

10. The inflatable lining of claim 8 wherein said air 
blower means is a flexible bulb received in an opening formed 
through the heel of said first and second sheets and within a 
closed loop seam between said first and second sheets. 

11. The inflatable lining of claim 10 wherein flexible 
bulb includes a subjacent chamber with a transverse wall 
subdividing said chamber into inlet and outlet chambers. 

12. The inflatable lining of claim 11 including a 
flexible tube communicating exteriorly of said sole lining to 
said inlet chamber. 



13. The inflatable lining of claim n wherein said 
outlet chamber includes a plurality of openings discharging 
beneath said lower sheet of plastic and into said channels on 
the under surface of said second sheet. 
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14. The inflatable lining of claim 6 wherein said 
flexible bulb is received within an opening through said first 
and second sheets and surrounded by a closed loop seam located 
at a preselected position in said lining between said first 
and second sheets. 

15. The inflatable lining of claim 14 wherein said 
closed loop seam is located at the heel of the sole, whereby 
the normal walking activities of a wearer of a shoe fitted with 
said inflatable lining will operate said air pump and 
pressurize said inflatable lining. 

16. The inflatable lining of claim 3 wherein said 
discharge port is in communication with a flexible tube and 
wherein the check valve associated with said discharge port is 
in said flexible tube. 

17. The inflatable lining of claim 16 including 
pressure control means connected to said flexible tube and 
having a pressure controlled valve means with a second 
discharge port communicating exteriorly of said sealed 
interior. 

18. The inflatable lining of claim 17 wherein said 
second discharge port is positioned to discharge air into said 
channels formed on the under surface of said lining. 

19. The inflatable lining of claim 17 wherein said 
pressure controlled valve comprises a valve housing with a 
valve seat and a valve member resiliently biased against said 
valve seat to maintain said valve closed against the pressure 
within said sealed interior. 

20. The inflatable lining of claim 19 including 
adjustment means on said valve housing to permit adjustment of 
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the tension of said resilient ™ 

controUed reflation of ~ tbe "" V erait 

21. The inflatable linino • 



22. The combination of the infi*-^ , • . 
17 and a generally flat «? lnflatable ^"ing of claim 

ycnerauy fiat planar support sheet h «.,^ 
coextensive with sain „ beneath and 

wj.tn said laminate and wherein <==^ 

incluaes a pocaat (oriMd alQng o „ e J; 6 ™ 

sa ld Pressure control „ eans is receiv ; d ^i^izzr 
nap 22 inciudi - * — 

over ana c l0 ae aaia poo*." " 3 l0=ati0 " '° 

24. The combination of claim i ,u 
sheet includes a pocket forTad , " " ld SUPP ° rt 

- j 5 a ^rr-:a c r 0 ~vr fiexme 
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inflation means is located on said flap. 

28. The inflatable lining of claim 2 wherein said first 
and second sheets also include side flaps extending laterally 
5 at the instep of the sole and of sufficient length to fold over 

the instep of a foot, and including at least one opening in 
said peripheral seam adjacent each side flap to provide ports 
communicating between said side flaps and said sealed interior. 

10 29. The inflatable lining of claim 28 wherein said 

first and second sheets also have a plurality of discontinuous 
seams along said side flaps to provide a plurality of internal 
passageways within said inflatable side flaps. 

15 30. The inflatable lining of claim 29 wherein said 

flexible bulb is located on one of said side flaps. 

31. The inflatable lining of claim 2 wherein said first 
and second sheets also include an integral rear flap at the 

20 heel of said inflatable lining and including a plurality of 

discontinuous seams to form internal passageways therein. 

32. The inflatable lining of claim 31 wherein said 
flexible bulb is located on said rear flap. 

25 33. The inflatable lining of claim 31 including side 

flaps which extend laterally from both sides of said rear flap ( 
a sufficient distance to permit said rear flap and side flaps 
to fold entirely about the periphery of said lining when placed 
in an upright orientation to said inflatable lining, thereby 

30 forming a complete upper lining for a boot. 

34. The inflatable lining of claim 33 wherein said side 
flaps include a coextensive tab along their edges which can be 
secured to the peripheral edge of said lining thereby securing 
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l!n!n g S . ide fl3PS ^ ^ UPright ° rie — ion to said inflatable 

35. The inflatable lining of claim 34 wherein said 
first and second sheets also have a pluralitv J ^ . S31d 
seams a i nn « Plurality of discontinuous 

seams along said rear and side flaps to provide a plurality of 
internal passageways within said inflatable flaps 

has ^ ^ inflatablS linin * °f claim 27 wherein said flap 
has an lnternal air passageway ^ Qaaml £ < P 

passageways in said inflatable lining whereby said entire upper 
lining can also be inflated. PP6r 

37. The inflatable lininq of clai™ u 

—i. bulb is located on one J . » 

=o» Pri ; e 8 s : Footwear having - infi - abis „ hich 

a. an outer sole with a f ftft f 
portion extending from opposite ^ MVL ZT 
foot retainer extending over t h e foot « the wea" , • ' " 

of said outer so™" r6CeSS ' «>« »PP« surface 

central J.' ln£latable inner received within said 

centrai recess and comprising a laminate of first ana = ! 
flexible sheets bonded together about their perlL" 1 7 
and having a plurality of discontinuous seams acr 0 s s Til 

:rr.rcr„r y ed fo .Tr 7-^ — * 

surface of the ^^J^E^^-^^ 
« «- top and under surfaces of said inflatable ln uer s 0 le? 

resilient 1 infl «ion means comprising a flexible and 
resilient bulb carried at the heel of said footwear ,„„ 
including an air inlet tube with an inlet check v,Tv e OD 
-to said bulb, and a discharge air tube with ^l^Zl 
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valve communicating between said bulb and the sealed interior 
of said inflatable inner sole, 

39. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said seams across 
said inflatable inner sole are discontinuous in the arch area 
of said inflatable inner sole to provide an arch inflatable 
pillow. 

40. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said peripheral 
seams includes two parallel peripheral seams spaced apart by 
a distance which is greater than the spacings between said 
discontinuous seams to thereby provide a peripheral passageway 
about said inflatable inner sole which has a greater diameter 
than said tubular passageways. 

41. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said foot clasping 
portion comprises a pair of straps, one each attached to 
opposite side edges of said outer sole. 

42. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said footwear is 
a sandal. 

43. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said inflatable 
said flexible bulb is located at a preselected position of said 
inflatable inner sole. 

44. The footwear of claim 43 wherein said flexible 
bulb is located beside said inflatable inner sole adjacent the 
instep thereof. 

45. The footwear of claim 38 including air blower means 
to induce air flow through said footwear. 

46. The footwear of claim 40 wherein said air blower 
means is an enclosed chamber formed beneath a seam between said 
first and second sheets. 
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47. The inflatable lining of claim a* ~k 
blower Means i. a fiexib!. bulb received in \TlT™ * ^ 
through the heel of said fir,* — POT1 " 9 for,ned 

— 100P seen between ^^ZTj^Tj^ ' 

subdividing said chafer into i„i. t J ^^T. 

n. xlb ";ube^:::r„; szz 0 rv 8 in — • 

said inlet chamber. «*«iorly of said sole lining to 

50. 



ounet ^ ^r\\z^;\;T 48 — ■ - 

beneath said- lower sheet of plastic „d iT"" diSCh " 9i " 9 
the under surfaoe of said second sheet Cha " nelS °" 

bulb is 51 'received vthTan" " 

second sheets and su^ ^ 

seas is 52 : 0 ca^ i f ::t: r h 0, 1 0li ;" " " herein ^ 

valXin, activities a wVarVr « f*' «" ^ 

inflate, inner sole will Zrate said " " ith 

said inflatable inner sole " "* "* P " ssuri " 

mrf . ".' Th * foot «« of clai. 38 wherein said discharoe 
port xs xn communication with a flexible tube and wherein th 
check valve associated with said Hi.-,, "herein the 

flexible tube. discharge pert is in said 
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54. The footwear of claim 53 including pressure control 
means connected to said flexible tube and having a pressure 
controlled valve means with a second discharge port 
communicating exteriorly of said sealed interior. 



5 55. The footwear of claim 54 wherein said second 

discharge port is positioned to discharge air into said 
channels formed on the under surface of said lining. 



56. The footwear of claim 55 wherein said pressure 
10 controlled valve comprises a valve housing with a valve seat 

and a valve member resiliently biased against said valve seat 
to maintain said valve closed against the pressure within said 
sealed interior. 

15 57. The footwear of claim 56 including adjustment means 

on said valve housing to permit adjustment of the tension of 
said resilient means and thereby permit controlled regulation 
of the pressure within said sealed interior. 

20 58. The footwear of claim 38 including a plurality of 

apertures located in said seams and extending through said 
first and second sheets to provide fluid communication through 
said inflatable inner sole. 



25 59. The footwear of claim 58 wherein said outer sole 

includes a pocket formed along one edge thereof, and wherein 
said pressure control means is received within said pocket. 

60. The footwear of claim 59 including a flexible flap 
3 0 attached to said inflatable inner sole at a location to fold 

over and close said pocket. 



35 



61. The footwear of claim 38 wherein said outer sole 
includes a pocket formed along one edge thereof, and wherein 
said check valves are received within said pocket. 
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provided with two tub,. .. ° Uter sole »"d is 

houow ch^t TJTzzr , tln9 with the interi ° r «* «" 

respective ones o f slid t^I. 1 " ^ ~* ™~ 
said inflation „a„ s is iooet^ o^d e^ t^ "* 

~tLr«rsLrjr wh r ln said £irst « 

the instep of the infl, « t ™°-i»g laterally at 
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65. The footwear of claim u 
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69. The footwear of claim 67 including side flaps which 
extend laterally from both sides of said rear flap a sufficient 
distance to permit said rear flap and side flaps to fold 
entirely about the periphery of said inflatable inner sole when 

5 placed in an upright orientation to said inflatable inner sole, 

thereby forming a complete upper lining for a boot. 

70. The footwear of claim 69 wherein said side flaps 
include a coextensive tab along their edges which can be 

10 secured to the peripheral edge of said inflatable inner sole 

thereby securing said side flaps in their upright orientation 
to said inflatable inner sole. 

71. The footwear of claim 7 0 wherein said first and 
15 second sheets also have a plurality of discontinuous seams 

along said rear and side flaps to provide a plurality of 
internal passageways within said inflatable flaps. 

72. The footwear of claim 71 wherein said rear and side 
20 flaps have an internal air passageway in communication with the 

air passageways in said inflatable inner sole whereby said 
entire upper lining can also be inflated. 

73. The footwear of claim 72 wherein said flexible bulb 
25 is located on one of said rear and side flaps. 
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P " "1 • * • ••• ••• ••• 4* mm ••» 

\- lm \ ~ inflatab le lining for a shoe which comprises: 
^* a. an air enclosure having flexible walls and 

including a portion having the size an d shape of t^^sol&^o^ said 
shoe with a <:: £^aledjLnterior and with a plurality of discontinuous 
seams between its opposed surfaces disposed at preselected 
locations to subdivide said sealed interior into a plurality of 
^interconnected zones ; and 



b. pressure inflation means comprising: 

(1) a flexible and resilient bulb; (a) 

(2) an _inlet port opening into said bulb; 

(3) a discharge port communicating from said 
bulb to said sealed interior of said sole lining; and 

(4) a pair of check valves _with one each of 
said check valves being positioned in a respective one of said 
inlet and discharge ports in opposite flow directions, whereby said 
bulb functions as a pump, to increase the pressure of air within 
said sealed interior of said sole lining. 



.^ly^J&S 2 - Tile inflatable lining of claim 1 which is formed as 

a laminate of first and second sheets of plastic bonded together by 
a first peripheral seam about their peripheral edges to form said 
sealed interior and with said plurality of discontinuous seams 
between said first and second sheets to shape said zones as 
interconnecting passageways and_ to. form chan nels o n the — too and 
under surfaces of said portion of said lining, inset i nto sa id 



first and second sheets. 



V 



f 



• • • • • • • # • it 



Q) The combination of an inflatable sole lining of claim 
2 a A nd . a generallyfj^tpj^nar^ ^ o ^ sheetj b jm e . flth and coextensive 



with said laminate. 



p port St 



k 

^ Q) The combination of claim 3 wherein said planar 
support sheet has a ce ntral recess across substantially its entire 
upper surface and said laminate is received within said recess. 



9 



foy' Q:. The combination of claim 4 wherein said planar 
support sheet has an upwardly curled peripheral edge surrounding 
said central recess. 

B Footwear having an inflatable inner sole which 

comprises : 

a. an outer sole with a foot clasping upper portion 
extending from opposite edges thereof and forming aj oot retaine r, 

extending over the foot of the wearer; 

b. a central recess, coextensive the upper surface 

^ of said outer sole; 

c. an inflatabjLe_in ner sole rec eived within said 

central recess and comprising a laminate of first and second 
flexible" sheets bonded together about their peripheral edges and 
having a plurality of discontinuous seams across their surface, 
thereby forming a sealed interior having a plurality 
interconnected air flow passageways extending across the surface of 
the inflatable inner sole and forming air channels on the too and 
under surfaces of said inflatable inner sole; and 



2 



d. inflation means compris ing _a flexible and _ j 
resilient bulb carrTel^^hThST^ r^jr f ootwe aj and including 
an-a^l^leTtube^wIt^ opening into said bulb, 

and a discharge air tube with a discharge check valve communicating 
between said bulb and the sealed interior of said inflatable inner 



sole. 



^*y~ 7 . The footwear of claim 6 wherein said seams across 
said inflatable inner sole are discontinuous in the ^rc h area of 



q said inflatable inner sole to providej m_ arch inflatable pillo w, ^^fi 

' i 

■ }jt^ B . The footwear of claim 6 wherein said peripheral 



seams includes two parallel|lperipherai seams spaced apart by^ 
distance which is_grea ter than the _ spacings bet w een said 
discont.MUMBS__saaES_.to thereby provide a peripheral passageway 
_bo^said"inflatablT"inner sole which has a greater diameter than 
said tubular passageways. ^ ^^^^ ^ 

[0^^ 9. The footwear of claim 6 wherein said _f^____cJ^sn___5 
^portion comprises a pair of straps, one each attached to opposite 
side edges of said outer sole. 

^0**^0 The footwear of claim 5 wherein said footwear is a 
sandal . 
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